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Walnut Hills High School Marching Blue and Gold Handbook 

In this handbook, students will find all necessary information 
regarding the Marching Blue and Gold. Once the student and parent/

guardian have read and understood the information, the final page 
should be used as a checklist to finalize all preparation for the 

upcoming season.  This handbook is designed to answer all your 
questions regarding the Walnut Hills High School Marching Band.

The Walnut Hills High School Marching Band is one of the fastest growing, most 
visible and successful groups at Walnut Hills High School.  The band is extremely 
active in school functions and participates in a fairly active competitive schedule 
as well. The Marching Blue and Gold have developed an outstanding reputation for 
musical excellence both inside and outside the community.  As a member of this 
ensemble, students have a responsibility to themselves, as well as to their parents, 
peers and audience members to rise to their highest potential.  The numerous 
accolades the band has received is a direct result of the hard work of students, 
staff, and parents.  This combination of support, along with the support of school 
administration, alumni and our community has helped the Walnut Hills Marching 
Blue and Gold continue to maintain a reputation as one of the elite marching 
programs in the state of Ohio. 

While the aspect of hard work may appear overwhelming to some, the benefits of 
the Walnut Hills Marching Band far outweigh any perceived detriments. 
Friendships are made, forged, and strengthened, not only on the student level, but 
also among parents who become involved in the program.  In this ensemble, 
students learn more than just music and how to perform for an audience.  They 
learn about discipline, respect, goal oriented achievements, positive motivation, 
punctuality, sacrifice and team work.  All of these skills are necessary and vital life/
career skills, which the student will be able to draw upon later in life.  The 
Marching Blue and Gold can offer a student and their parents a chance to spend 
time together as a band family.  A master schedule of rehearsals, performances 
and other activities, is distributed in March so that students and their families can 
avoid conflicts.  As the master schedule is developed, the staff works diligently to 
keep family time in mind in planning almost all activities.  

1.



Summer and Season Uniform Care and Guidelines

Uniforms for all members of the Marching Blue and Gold are provided by the Walnut 
Hills Instrumental Parents (WHIP) at no cost to the members of the organization.   This 
does not include shoes, gloves, and appropriate clothes worn under the uniform.   The 
following guidelines are in place to help preserve and care for the uniforms:

1) Students shall be given instructions regarding the proper way to wear uniforms.  At no 
time is the student to remove any part of their uniform until a staff member has 
indicated they may do so.  The student and parent are responsible for the condition of 
the uniform.  Any accidents, stains, rips, tears, etc, to the uniform will be charged to 
the student/parent. Each uniform costs $350.00 to replace. 

2) Students should avoid eating while in uniform.  Even if you are very careful, accidents 
involving other people may happen.  Remember that you are responsible for your 
uniform.  Plan to eat before or after the time you will be in uniform.  

3) DO NOT attempt to wash or dry clean the uniform on your own.   All uniforms will 
be cleaned together.  Part of the student fee is used for professional dry cleaning for 
this purpose.  

4) All students wearing marching band uniforms are required to wear a black shirt 
(preferably their black show shirt) under their jacket.  Baggy pants or jeans should 
also not be worn underneath the marching band trousers.  NO CLOTHING 
SHOULD SHOW UNDER YOUR UNIFORM AT ANY TIME. 

5) Color Guard members will wear slimmers under their uniforms instead of black 
shirts.  Additionally, they will not wear black socks.  Color Guard members are 
responsible for keeping slimmers and shoes clean for performances.  Color Guard will 
also wear make-up for contest performances and may be charged a separate make-up 
fee. 

6) All uniforms stay at school when not in use during a performance situation.  

7) If uniforms get wet, do not place the uniform in the uniform cabinet.  Uniforms must 
be allowed to dry completely before placing them inside the cabinets.  If uniforms get 
wet, a staff member will ask you to place your jacket on your chair back and lay 
trousers across the seat of your chair.  

8) All students are assigned a music locker for storage of shoes, socks, and various other 
uniform needs.  All students must put a lock on their lockers.

9) Hats are to be kept in the hat box when putting away the uniform. Hat boxes are to 
be stored in the uniform cabinets only.  Do not store hats in the hall or instrument 
lockers.  Plumes must be kept in the plume cylinder and handled by staff and 
volunteers only.  Hat wraps will be collected and placed in a separate storage bin or in 
the hat box.
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10) Be sure to keep all parts of your uniform together.   When dressing at home games, 
hangers go back in the uniform cabinet.  Cases and hat boxes are brought up to the 
field prior to our march up for pre-game.  

11) When in uniform, students should wear LONG BLACK SOCKS with no print on 
them.  Students’ marching shoes (Dinkles) should be kept clean and shiny for all 
performances. 

12) Be sure to place your uniform and hat box in the correct uniform cabinet.  Gloves, 
and hat wraps are to be stored inside your hat box.

13) Above all, please take great care at all times with the uniforms.  We are extremely 
fortunate to have recently purchased new uniforms, thanks to the generosity of WHIP 
(Walnut Hills Instrumentalist Parents), our community supporters and our Walnut 
Hills Alumni Foundation.  Whether uniforms belong to color guard or band, they are 
very expensive.  Please demonstrate your maturity by caring for your uniform in a fine 
fashion. If you have a question, please ask a student leader.  

14) Our summer uniform consists of show shirt, khaki pants (no cargo pants), belt and 
athletic shoes.  Please be sure athletic shoes are not any color of neon.   

Conduct 

Students in the Walnut Hills Marching Band will operate under the WHHS Student 
Handbook.  All rules apply and are in place throughout the entire season.  This includes 
all activities outside of the regular school day hours. It is the both the responsibility of 
students and parents to be familiar with these rules. 

Members of the Walnut Hills Marching Blue & Gold are part of one of the finest 
marching bands in the state of Ohio.  All members’ behavior and conduct are watched at 
all times by numerous people.  Individual actions of students reflect on the entire group.  
Students are expected to conduct themselves at all times with their best possible 
behavior both on and off the field.  Whether in or out of uniform, students are be on 
their best behavior, using appropriate language and acting respectfully at all times.  
Remember that you represent yourself, your band and your school.  

1) All members of the Marching Band will represent themselves and the band in a 
positive and professional manner on social media, group chats, email and all other forms 
of communication. 

2) All members of the Marching Band will respect the personal space of all other 
students and will not initiate any physical contact without direct verbal consent. 
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3) All members of the Marching Band will proactively communicate attendance with the 
band directors.  Students may be removed from the Marching Band after their third 
unexcused absence.  Unexcused tardies to rehearsal and/or performances will follow the 
consequences for minor infractions.

CONSEQUENCES FOR MINOR INFRACTIONS 
1st offense-  Verbal warning 
2nd offense- Verbal and/or written warning to both student and parent. 
3rd offense- Verbal and/or written warning to both student and parent, and 	 	
	 	 student may be removed from a performance for a period of time 		
	 	 designated by the band directors. 
4th offense- Removal from Marching Band. 

All members of the Marching Band are to follow all school and district rules 
while on school grounds. The following violations are considered major 
infractions and will result in immediate dismissal from the Marching Band, in 
addition to any disciplinary consequences handed out by administration: 

1. Use of tobacco products (cigarettes and vapes), alcohol, and/or drugs  

2. Bullying and/or cyberbullying  

3. Fighting/physical assault 

4. Sexual/verbal harassment  

5. Use of racial/ethnic/religious/LGBTQ+ slurs, or other forms of hate speech 

*Please note: The band directors reserve the right to change, add, or alter the 
rules and disciplinary policy as they see fit. 

Leadership 

Students that have been in the Walnut Hills Marching Band as a wind player, 
percussionist or Color Guard for at least one year may apply for a 
leadership position.  Visual Ensemble members (when Visual Ensemble is 
part of the program) may apply for only the positions marked with an * on 
the next page.  Detailed descriptions are listed on the next page.
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Leadership Positions: 

Drum Major 
Students applying for this position are automatically considered for a section or squad leader position (but 
not guaranteed).  Students in this position are expected to be the model for band member attitude and 
discipline.  Drum Majors must have an exceptional sense of time, understanding of rhythm and exhibit the 
highest level of musicianship.  Drum Majors will conduct the band, attend sectional rehearsals, and work 
closely with the directors to achieve the goals of the band and facilitate student growth. *Students 		 	
interested in auditioning for Drum Major must complete a separate application.  This application can 	 	 	
be found in the Drum Major Audition Information Packet, which will be distributed at the first Drum 	 	 	
Major Clinic.

Band Captain 
This position is equivalent to the Lead Drum Major in terms of student authority.  The band captain is a 
non-conducting student leader that will also be a regular performing member of the marching band.  This 
student will be able to provide perspective and leadership from the field during each rehearsal and will 
work closely with the directors.  The Band Captain must be able to execute the highest levels of marching 
and musicianship.  The student that holds this position is expected to maintain a positive, helpful attitude at 
all times, while demonstrating exceptional leadership skills. Additionally, the Band Captain position will be 
used to work with the Band Directors and Drum Majors communicate weekly schedules, goals and 
expectations to the entire band regularly through email and other forms of electronic communication 
(these were responsibilities previously fulfilled by the Field Manager, but will now be fulfilled by the Band 
Captain).

Visual Leader 
        

This position will be used to help teach visuals and body work.  The students selected for this position 
would be responsible for knowing all counts to body work and visuals, understanding and being able to 
teach the marching technique, and possibly be asked to have input/create some body work/visuals 
themselves for the ensemble as needed.  Student(s) would work closely with Visual Caption Head and the 
directors. 

*Quartermaster 
These students will be in charge of loading and unloading the equipment for each event.  These students 
will work closely with section leaders, the directors and the parent pit crew chief to facilitate efficient 
transport of equipment to and from rehearsals or events.

*Section Leader 
The Section Leader is the musical example for the section.  The student in this position must have 
achieved the highest levels of performance on an instrument.  Additionally, the section leader must exhibit 
the highest levels of character and leadership, be able to run sectional rehearsals, and cultivate an attitude 
of respect at all times.  This person must also be able to execute and instruct marching technique as 
defined by Visual Caption Head and Visual Leaders.

Squad Leader 
The Squad Leader works with the Section Leader in the implementation of musical and marching 
fundamentals.  This student must have achieved high levels of musicianship and marching, and exhibit high 
levels of character and respect.  This is an ideal position for someone that is helpful and encouraging.  This 
position is contingent on the size of the section.

*Marching Band Librarian 
Librarians will be in charge of organizing, copying and preparing all music (including show music & stands 
tunes) for distribution to students. They will also be in charge of distribution and collection of band lyres, 
flip folders, coordinate sheets and drill.

*These positions are available for all members, including Visual Ensemble (when/if V.E. is offered).  
All other listed positions are not available to members of the Visual Ensemble.
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Bus Trips 

Transporting over 100 students from one location to another involves a great deal of 
cooperation from students, parents, bus drivers and staff.   Students should be polite, 
respectful and be proactive when on trips to ensure that the band arrives in a timely 
fashion.

PIT CREW PARENTS/QUARTERMASTERS:  These people work very hard to load 
the truck, transport our equipment, place and remove it in performance settings, and 
oversee the safety of the equipment during transportation and performances.  Each 
person will be responsible for their own instrument and equipment.  Students are 
expected to treat them kindly and be appreciative of the services they provide for you 
and the band.  A "thank you" goes a long way. 

BUS DRIVERS: These people are in charge of transporting us from one place to 
another.   When we travel, you are to be very polite to your driver.  The staff will not 
tolerate rudeness, excessive noise, and leaving trash on a bus.  There is no food or drink 
permitted on the bus unless otherwise stated.  Students are permitted to bring personal 
music devices at their own risk.  The staff is NOT responsible for protecting these items.  
Students are encouraged to study on long trips.  Use your time wisely!!

CHAPERONES: On the bus, chaperones are an extension of the staff.  These adults 
help keep noise under control and can also help with parental type needs on your bus.  
Students should never argue with a parent.  Please direct any questions or concerns 
regarding parent chaperones to Mr. Canter or Mr. Peoples. 

BUS SEATING: No more than two students should be in a seat.  Small instruments can 
go with you on the bus.  Larger instruments are placed on the truck.  

There is to be no shouting out of the windows, hanging any object or body parts out of 
the windows, food or drink, excessive volume levels or screaming, or public displays of 
affection on the bus AT ANY TIME. Students are to remain seated so that the bus 
driver can see properly and to ensure the safety of all students on the bus.

ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE: Whether arriving at or departing for a destination, students 
should not board or depart a bus until specifically told to do so by a staff member.  
Students should plan to follow their itineraries and should either have them committed 
perfectly to memory or carry them with you.  Itineraries will be available sometime the 
week before our departure and will also be posted to our website.  

ASSIGNMENTS: Students will sign up for seats on a bus at the start of the season.  
These bus assignments will be followed throughout the season unless otherwise stated 
by the staff. 
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Football Games 
Whether home or away, visual ensemble members should be prepared to help at all 
times.  Students will sit in the stands IN SECTIONS unless otherwise instructed by the 
staff.  Visual Ensemble members will often be asked to move equipment or props during 
the band’s 3rd quarter break.  If this happens, Visual Ensemble members may be given a 
break at a different time or may be dismissed early.  Specifics on this will be 
communicated by a Band Director or the Visual Ensemble Instructor.  Not returning in a 
timely manner after a break will result in detentions to late band members and removal 
from future breaks.  ALL STUDENTS NEED TO EXERCISE CARE WHEN 
GETTING INTO THE BLEACHERS AND WHILE SITTING IN THE BLEACHERS.  
At a football game, the Marching Band has the responsibility to promote school spirit.  
Band members are not to be out walking around behind the bleachers or goofing 
around. Simply sit in the stands with your section, watch the game and cheer on the 
team. 

Parades, Festivals, Competitions 
These events are one of the main reasons we exist and represent well over half of our 
performance efforts.  From the beginning gathering to the final car exiting from the 
parking lot, you are in some mode of performance.  Whether it is performance 
preparation, the actual performance, or post performance evaluation, it is YOUR job to 
be constantly aware of this status.  Remain FOCUSED and AWARE at all times, especially 
before, during, and immediately after all performances.  Every preparation and learning 
technique has a purpose and students are expected to fully participate and strive to 
achieve their best performance yet.  Every member’s contribution to this group is vital 
and important.  Each student should be physically and mentally ready for each 
performance.  After a competition performance, all students will sit together to watch 
other band performances as a good audience member.  Whether in or out of uniform, 
students are be on their best behavior, using appropriate language and acting respectfully 
at all times.  Remember that you represent yourself, your band and your school.

The Importance of Attendance 

The members of the Marching Blue and Gold do not receive grades but are still a very 
important part of the music curriculum at Walnut Hills High School.  In Marching Band, 
students have regular performance objectives to meet and fulfill just like any academic 
class.  As a result, attendance is crucial and unexcused absences can have a significant 
impact on the success of the group.  See page 8 for the detailed Attendance Policy.

Since Marching Band is a performance-based ensemble, regular attendance at rehearsals 
and performances is vital to the success of the ensemble.  The entire ensemble is 
dependent on each individual performer and when even one person is absent, the entire 
group is affected.  Medical reasons for a missed performance MUST be documented with 
the director--not a student leader- and will be considered on an individual basis.  A 
phone call at school before the absence and a note afterward from the parent explaining 
the absence, are required.  
Direct office phone numbers: Mr. Canter- 513-363-8510  Mr. Peoples- 513-363-8519 
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PLEASE be sure of your participation prior to turning in the acknowledgement 
form.  

IMPORTANT: If a student drops out of the program AFTER the acknowledgement 
form is signed, they will forfeit any payment up to their departure from the program.   

EXTREMELY IMPORTANT!  
Once the acknowledgement form is signed, the student has a specific role in the show 
and the first payment is immediately used for drill writing and music arrangements.

Attendance Policy 
The student will follow the attendance policy as given by Walnut Hills High School.  Due 
to the unique nature of performance based courses and their presentations at times 
other than the school day, the student must understand that their participation in each 
rehearsal, concert, or related event is NOT optional but mandatory.   The following 
policy addresses attendance in these ways:

1)Rehearsal: Deliberate absence from rehearsal will result in a detention for the first 
offense.  Second offense will result in a class cut, resulting in a Friday school.  Third 
offense may result in removal from the marching band. 

2.) Performances & Performance-Related Events: 
A. Deliberate Absence:  May result in removal from the Marching Band,
B. Excused Medical Absence: agreed upon PRIOR to the event by Mr. Canter

and student.  Emergencies handled on an individual basis. 
C. Vacation Absence: Obviously from time to time, this infrequently occurs: a 

student will need to be with a family on a planned sabbatical or educational 
experience.  

*The challenge of a performance-based course is that there is no way to 
make up a performance.  The concert or performance is the ultimate "test" 
or "exam." We take the examination in a public setting and recreating those 
conditions for make-up work is impossible.  If a student will be absent for any 
performance, they should contact Mr. Canter immediately to discuss any 
consequences and overall participation.  All absences will be handled on a 
case-by-case basis.

ABSENCES, WHICH FALL IN THIS CATEGORY, MUST BE PRESENTED AT 
THE BEGINNING OF THE SEMESTER UNLESS OTHERWISE ARRANGED 

BY THE INSTRUCTOR AND STUDENT INVOLVED. 

D. Athletic Policy: Since aspects of marching band are part of a co-curricular 
music program which follows a course of study, students will perform in any 
concert or performance related event which takes place on the eve of the 
athletic event in question.  
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Student Financial Responsibilities-What are my fees used for?  
If a payment is made using check or money order, please make payable to 
WHIP and be sure to include the student’s name on the memo of the check. 
This gives you an automatic receipt and allows the staff to easily identify which 
student should be credited with a payment.  Payments for Winds & Percussion 
can also be made through PayPal to whiptreasurer@gmail.com on our website at 
walnuthillsmarchingband.com  

Below is a list of items covered in the fees charged to participate in marching 
band.  The following items, which are ordered at pre-band camp, usually arrive 
before or at the very beginning of the school year. 

Items covered by the student fee are: 
1) Marching Shoes
2) Show T-Shirt
3) First pair of gloves
4) Uniform usage fee
5) Show music, drill and equipment
6) Bus Transportation
7) Staffing outside of the supplemental contracts provided by district funding

Additional items not included in student fee: 
1) Students are responsible for obtaining khaki pants for summer uniforms
2) Students are responsible for obtaining athletic shoes for summer uniforms
3) Students are responsible for obtaining belts for summer uniforms 
4) Students are responsible for providing their own long black socks for summer 
    uniforms and marching band uniforms

While eating in uniform is discouraged, situations may occur when eating at an away 
event is unavoidable.   The staff makes every effort to alert parents of this well in 
advance.  Typically, the child will usually know whether "incidental money" will be 
necessary for a meal at concession stands or a fast-food restaurant.  Finally, students and 
parents must remember that damage to a piece of school owned property may be 
charged to the user.  Please treat all equipment and uniforms with extreme care. In most 
cases, they need to last long after the student has graduated.  
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Policy For Students Participating In Athletics and Marching Band 
For the student who desires to participate in a fall sport during marching band, the 
following guidelines exist. 

1. Taking full advantage of all aspects of Walnut Hills High School is strongly 
encouraged.  HOWEVER, academically, the amount of time the student 
provides to both activities may be overwhelming. 

2. When practice times conflict, the student is expected to make an effort to 
split time with both band and the sport in question. 

3. When practice times conflict with athletic games, the student may attend the 
game.  However, the student must be directly involved with the game.  
Example:  A reserve player attending a home varsity game is not an excused 
absence.  Neither will performing duties such as announcing, collecting gate 
monies, etc.

4. When athletic games conflict with a band performance, the student must 
attend the performance.  Since aspects of marching band are graded, marching 
band takes priority in this area.  The instructors work  VERY HARD to not 
double schedule during the marching band season.  Abuses of this policy will 
result in grade reductions due to an unexcused absence.

Policy For Students Participating In Outside Musical Group 

For those students who seek to excel in additional ensembles, arrangements can be 
made with regard to schedules.  All WHHS performance activities and requirements 
must be honored first.  The director will handle these cases on an individual basis. 

Special Section On Substance Abuse & Weapons 

The student handbook is quite clear on the issue of substance abuse and weapons.  
Simply put, it is illegal in this state for a high school student to be in possession of, or 
under the influence of alcohol, tobacco products, including vaping or any other similar 
drug related substance.  Students may not be in possession of any substance made to 
look like, or represented to be, illegal drugs or alcohol and any related paraphernalia.  
Additionally, it is illegal to be in the possession of any weapon or weapon look-alike.  In 
accordance with the Board of Education policy, students who violate this rule will be 
removed from the organization immediately for the duration of the performance season.   
All affected grades and absences will be considered failures.  This will be in effect for the 
entire marching season/semester.  Students involved in marching band should be 
committed to the performance of music, not the use of products which can lead to 
destructive habits.  There will be NO TOLERANCE IN THIS AREA. 
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Final Check List for Marching Band Fees and Forms 
All Checks Payable to ‘WHIP’ and include student name in the memo line 

or pay using PayPal (to whiptreasurer@gmail.com) or by clicking on the 
PayPal buttons on the home page of our website at 

walnuthillsmarchingband.com 

PAYMENT BREAKDOWN FOR  
ALL WINDS, PERCUSSION & COLOR GUARD 

Marching Band Google Form filled out & submitted,  
Emergency Medical Form (pages 13 & 14) 
& First Payment due on Friday, May 8th  

Total for all Winds, Percussion & Color Guard: $500 

1st Payment of $200: Due 5/8 
2nd Payment of $150: Due 6/5 
3rd Payment of $150: Due 8/28 
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Fall Rehearsal/Performance Schedule 
*Please note: For the most up-to-date calendar, download the Google Calendar at 

walnuthillsmarchingband.com

After School Rehearsals
Mondays - 3:20-6:00pm
Tuesdays - NO REHEARSAL (great day to go to after school clubs)
Wednesdays - 3:20-5:00pm Winds & Perc. (Music) 3:20-5:30pm (Color Guard Sectional)
Thursdays - 3:20-6:00pm
Fridays - 3:20-5:00 on Home Game days, 

   3:30-10pm on non-game days (Potluck Dinner & Friday Night Lights)

Mini-Camps: In addition to our weekly rehearsal times, 1-2 additional Saturday Mini-
Camps will also be scheduled.  Once scheduled, please check the master calendar for 
these dates.

Marching Band Competitions are held on Saturdays during the months of 
September and October, and potentially the first weekend in November.  We will attend 
4 Regional Saturday Competitions, as well as OMEA State Marching Band Finals, typically 
held on the last Sunday in October. Check the master calendar on our website: 
walnuthillsmarchingband.com for the full schedule in June once our athletic schedule and 
competition schedule is available.
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REGISTRATION
To register for Marching Band, all students must do the following:  

 1) REGISTER through the Google Registration Form (available at walnuthillsmarchingband.com) 

 2) Turn in a completed Emergency Medical Form to Mr. Canter/Mr. Peoples 
 3) Pay the initial deposit of $200 through PayPal or via check to WHIP. 
     *Any student requiring financial assistance or needing to set up a payment plan may do so without penalty.

FINAL FORMS
Please visit the link below to submit all necessary information through Final Forms. 

**NOTE THAT THIS FORM MAY NOT BE ACCESSIBLE UNTIL JUNE OR JULY.

All students are required to submit contact/medical information through Final Forms via the Walnut 
Hills Athletic Department and will be required to get a physical by a registered physician. 

https://cps-oh.finalforms.com/?forward_path=%2Fstudents 

or scan this QR code to visit link: 
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